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THE EXHIBITION AND THE AWARD
TOYS GAMES AND GADGETS

Our latest exhibition Toys, Games & Gadgets has
been open a couple of weeks, and is already
proving to be a big ’hit’ with all ages. It’s probably
our most popular ‘hands-on’ exhibition because
visitors can play with the actual games from the
last 4 decades . We start with the birth of the
‘digital age’ in the 1970s and progress through the
following decades right up to the present day,
highlighting the major events and inventions in
this area of social history.
Everyone remembers the toys they played with when
they were young, whether it was My Little Pony, or
Action Man, Simon or Game Boy, and the gadgets they
used such as the Casio Calculator or the Sony Walkman.
And let’s not foget those games we played – Scrabble or
Trivial Pursuit. Our three display cases are full of
these gadgets, toys and games that you will remember,
and each case has a descriptive booklet with which you
can explore the items in detail, and relive those days
which seemed so advanced at the time.
In the centre we have two table areas where you can
get to grips and play again with Pong, Simon, Computer
Perfection, Beat the Buzzer or Game Boy. Bring back
memories of those hours wasted trying to beat the
gadget, or rack up the highest score. What’s more you
can show your children how you spent your childhood
playtime!

Mayor and Mayoress Eric and Evelyn Silver from the Town
Council, and the Deputy Mayor of Hertsmere Cllr Brenda Batten,
with Ann Shuker and Maureen Corman playing games at the
Exhibition Opening

COLLECTIONS CHAMPION AWARD

In early June at Abbott Hall in Stowmarket, part of The
Museum of East Anglian Life, our two top Volunteers scooped
the 'Collection Champions' Award – part of the 2017 SHARE
Volunteer Awards. Dave Armitage, Museum Manager, and John
Woolston, Top Volunteer, received the Award for the Museum
Modes team.
In the biggest category with 13 nominations, Elstree &
Borehamwood Museum won for their dedicated weekly work
cataloguing the entire collection of artefacts in our possession,
and for creating two exhibitions a year in our tiny space. In
contrast The Museum of East Anglian Life covers 75 acres! A
great achievement for everyone.

OUR WALK THROUGH HISTORY
This year the annual Museum History Walk
created, written and guided by Dave Armitage
took in a part of Borehamwood that was not
familiar to many of the large group of about
40 walkers.

business, and then the site became a retail
park. Who remembers World of Leather,
CarpetRight, Currys, Smyth’s Toys and
Homebase being here?

Safety First

The Walkers Gather

We met at Morrisons where the Town Mayor,
Eric Silver, launched us on our way with a few
well chosen words.
Dave began our
exploration with a description of the area at
the turn of the 20th Century when there were
just farm fields and tracks. Barnet Lane which
ran between Elstree and Barnet Gate existed
prior to 1777. In 1926 the Barnet Bypass was
built in response to the growth of car use, and
a Mr Stirling opened a garage where the Shell
petrol station now stands – hence Stirling
Corner and Stirling Way.

There has always been a pub on the opposite
corner since the late 1930s. Originally it was
The Kings Arms, and was frequented by many
stars from the studios including Elizabeth
Taylor and Richard Burton, and Dylan Thomas
was rumoured to have stayed there when
scriptwriting. In the 1990s it became
Jeffersons, with an American car sticking out
from the front, then TGI Friday, and now it’s
part of the Harvester chain.
On the other side of Barnet Lane from
Morrisons there are some old cottages still
standing, Frog Hall Cottages were built in the
late 1860s and get their name from the large
house that stood next door, Frog Hall. Clearly
shown on the map the building stood behind a
pond, this house was demolished around 1865
before the cottages existed. The whole site
later became London Caravan Company. First
only selling caravans, it later became a static
park, then a Mobile Home Park.
Our walk now began in earnest and we
progressed up Barnet Lane and into the
Farrier’s Way estate. The names of the roads
here, Hunter, Cobb, Percheron, etc, reflect
that the Home of Rest for Horses was on this
site for many years. Starting in 1886, it came
to Borehamwood in 1933 from Cricklewood,
and had extensive grounds, all now covered
by housing. It was much loved by the locals
who visited often, particularly at the weekend.
When the Home closed in 1975, it relocated to
Princes Risborough where it still is today.

Aerial View of Stirling Corner

On the corner where we were standing outside
Morrisons, Dave introduced us to S E
Opperman Ltd. Their factory was built here at
the beginning of WW2, and was only the
second factory along this stretch of the A1.
Known for making gears, they undertook war
work including making gearboxes for tanks.
Two products which came later were the
Motocart truck 1947–53, and the Unicar from
1956-59. It was the cheapest car at the 1956
London Motor Show, but only about 200 were
sold, and their next model, the Stirling, was
only a prototype – their car business was
wiped out by the Mini in 1959. In the late 60s
the company was sold to Stratford Safe Co,
and later became John Tan who continued the

Charlie Rings The Bell At The Home

From the estate we crossed Furzehill Road and
began the gentle climb through the long grass
and scrub up Woodcock Hill. This is the
highest point in Borehamwood and stands at
450 ft above sea level. Wonderful views to the
north and south could be had before the
foliage grew too high, and the Hill was the
natural high ground between Hampstead

Heath and St Albans, so much so that it has
come into its own with The Beacon and The
Semaphore Station.

in the area. There were no buses to get to the
centre of Borehamwood and no refrigerators,
so local shops were essential.

The former originated at the time of the
Spanish Armada in 1588 when the first
beacons were coastal stations designed to
warn London of invasion. Later on these were
duplicated across the country, and although
we can’t locate a map showing its actual
position, because this the highest point there
was probably one on the Hill. The current
beacon is now used for Royal occasions, the
last being the Queen’s 90th Birthday.

We passed the Three Ways Community Centre
which looked very different in its early days
surrounded by woods, maybe it had an earlier
life?

The Semaphore was a short walk to the west
and was built in 1795 to warn of invasion
during the Napoleonic Wars. Centred on
Whitehall we were second in the line on the
way to Great Yarmouth, the first being the
aforementioned Hampstead and on to St
Albans. (See a previous Newsletter for more
details).
Looking North across to Borehamwood we
could see the landscape changes. Long gone is
the Fire Research Station, later to become
Loss Prevention Council. Last year the iconic
gas holder disappeared as well. Gas was
produced here since 1890 and Gasworks
Cottage still survives for now.
As we walked down the Hill towards the
houses Dave showed us where a V1 high
explosive self-propelled flying bomb exploded
in July 1944. It created a very large blast zone
taking out windows in Tennison Avenue,
Furzehill School and a shopfront in Shenley
Road. Fortunately there were no casualties.

Walking back down to Stirling Way we passed
The Director’s Arms, previously known as The
Bull and Tiger when built, and Cranes Way
named after Cranes Farm. Little is known
about the farm, but some buildings did survive
until 1949. Passing the end of Dacre Gardens,
we saw 5 semi-detached houses built before
the start of WW2. These were all alone in the
middle of nowhere for a long period before the
surrounding houses were completed. A little
way down Ripon Way there was an Italian
Prisoner of War camp, and on the roundabout
with Ashley Drive there was a purpose built
block, where 48 Land Army girls were billeted
during the war. The building was still standing
in 1950.
Arriving on Stirling Way before heading back
to Morrisons, Dave pointed out that on the site
of Saffron Green School once stood the Barnet
Speedway circuit.
This was a grass and
cinders track for training for speedway from
1929 to 1936, and the local heroes were Cyril
Brine and Dick Geary.

Speedway Memories

The Entrace To The Fire Research / LPC

We came down to where the gate stood for
the Fire Research buildings. The pond and its
fish have long gone, but remarkably the willow
is still standing. As we walked back down to
Furzehill Road we were reminded that the
allotments behind the houses dated back to
the late 20s. Furzehill Road is described in the
enclosure act of 1777 - it was the major route
to Barnet from that time until the Elstree Way
was built in the 1930s.
Walking back up Furzehill we passed
Summerswood School which was built in 1956
when the housing estates around this area
developed. In Furzehill Road near Arundel
Drive, we passed by the spot where a run
down Oak Farm still stood until 1958. Cutting
through the estate we came to the top of the
shops in Manor Way. These were built in the
50s and made a big difference to people living

The site of the Cardif (sic) Pinnacle building
was originally occupied by Franco Signs. It
had a square tower entrance similar to
Oppermans (now Morrisons), and there was
supposed to be a matching building on the
opposite corner of Ripon Way, but it never got
built. Walking back down Stirling Way the
number of original businesses and occupiers
were remembered : Borehamwood Garage,
Caseright, the iconic Lifeboat Institute whose
foundation stone can still be seen, Metal Box,
Tonibell, Bonusprint, Millett Leven, Isopad, H.
Perry, Silk Screen Printers, Leng Armac – a
long list indeed.
An excellent memory test for a memorable
History Walk – many thanks to Dave Armitage
and John Woolston for organising such an
enjoyable afternoon.

The RNLI Building

NEW FRIENDS EVENT
THE HISTORY OF HABERDASHERS’
A Talk by John Wigley
Wednesday 18th October
at 96 Shenley Road, 7–9pm
Refreshments Provided – please book your
place by email :
friendsofeandbwmuseum@hotmail.com
or ring the Museum on 01442 454888

Families Day in Meadow Park
We were pleased to meet so many of you in our new
gazebo at Families Day. While showing our new
Exhibition – Toys, Games & Gadgets – there was plenty
to talk about. And plenty to reminisce as well.
Whether it was memories of playing old board games
or doing your Rubik’s Cube, or simply good old
memories of the Village. Lots of mums and dads and
their children agreed to come along and play the
games and see our new fun Exhibition. Thanks to
Helen for organising everything, and for all the
volunteers who helped. And for once the wind didn’t
blow and the sun shone!

FRIENDS EVENING FULL OF SHENLEY AND
FILMS
The most recent Friends Event was held at the end of
May when Dave Armitage gave us a talk on Life In
Shenley in the 190’s complete with many photos of
the area from the time. With the comments and
memories from those Friends who knew stories and
happenings in the area, we learnt much about
Shenley at the turn of the century. From the big
houses and their staff which dominated village life, to
the WW1 airfield north of Shenleybury which trained
English and American pilots. And we saw the White
Horse pub and the Cage as they looked at the time.
After a few drinks and nibbles we tackled a fiendish
film quiz Made In Elstree, set and marked by Tevi
Corman, which weeded out the Friends who’d spent
their time in darkened cinemas, and those who
hadn’t. Many thanks to his mother Maureen for
organising another excellent Friends evening.

Elaine and Helen on the Museum Stall

Going Down The Village
We made it to YouTube! A video shot by Hertsmere at
our April meeting is now available on YouTube.
Highlighting these reminiscence meetings and the
Involvement of everyone in the topics we discuss, the
video includes interviews with Friends co-ordinator
Brenda Treacher and Dave Armitage and Betty
Chandler.
Our recent topics have included Summer Holidays
and Cars, Bikes and Mopeds. Many memories were
evoked of trips to Butlins, first overseas travel, and wet
caravans in the former, while the last meeting
featured early bikes and cars that used to grace the
streets of Borehamwood.

Elstree & Borehamwood Museum

RECENT HAPPENINGS
Outreach
We visited Year Three pupils at Summerswood School,
and they learned about the history of their town. They
also dressed up as Victorian children, handled a
range of objects, and joined in an interactive
presentation given by museum volunteers Dave
Armitage, Vania Ermolly, and Lynda Marshall.
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