
THE CAROUSEL : 

Since we have had the luxury of Digital Photograph for less than 25 years, it is 
hard to remember how expensive the photography hobby actually was. 

Firstly there was the cost of the film, then the fact that after paying for 
processing; you could still end up with a load of dud shots. 

Those days are long gone and now it is all so easy, one click of the camera or 
phone and look at what you have produced. 

The whole point of our current exhibition is to get children to do some hands-
on training on the steps involved in producing a single an old style photo, 
complete with the equipment needed if you were trying to do this at home. 

So our new central carousel is loaded with equipment and explanations of how 
it all worked. 

QUADRANT 1 : 

 

In the first quadrant is a small TV that explains the process and some lab coats 
for those who really want to dress up and feel the part. There is a short 
explanatory video for everyone to watch. 



QUADRANT2 : 

 

Quadrant two has a black bag, a roll of film and a developing tank. Normally 
this whole process would be carried out in total darkness. So how good is your 

feel?  Can you load the tank without seeing what you are doing? Instructions 
are on the wall behind the tank.  This was a vital astep to producing your own 

prints. 

 

 



QUADRANT3 

 

Quadrant three is the darkroom, complete with blackout curtains and orange 
safelight. The purpose of this is to get the photographic paper out of the box 

and onto the enlarger. A press of the button projects the image onto the photo 
paper. 

 
Tweezers will then be used to load the paper into the print tray where it would 

normally develop in the chemicals. However our tray will be empty and 
contains water for demonstration purposes only 



QUADRANT 4 : 

 

Quadrant four has 3 print trays with photos underwater in each one. These are 
sealed in so that there will not be water everywhere.  

Tray one would normally have developer and would be rocked from side to side 

until the image appeared. This tray can be rocked to simulate the real process.  

Tray two is the stop bath that stops the image getting too dark (again only a 
simulation).  

Tray 3 would contain acid fixer (once again only water). This gives the print its 
permanence.  

The washing line will be used for drying prints and negatives. The effect of 
different development times and other information is shown on the wall. In 
real life this process would also take place in the dark room, with blackout 

curtains and orange safelight. 
 


